
The Council on Black Health proclaims this Declaration of the Black Health Bill of Rights as its frame of 
reference for all of its actions directed towards the betterment of the health status of all people of African 
descent. The Black Health Bill of Rights advocates, educates, and promotes solidarity and respect while 
underscoring the dignity of every individual and every family in our communities. While this current Black 
Health Bill of Rights has been created with people of African descent in the United States in mind, these 
statements can be applied to the people of the African Diaspora worldwide. 

BLACK HEALTH BILL OF RIGHTS

ARTICLE 5.
We have the right to transform our  
health by reclaiming our power  
and autonomy.

About us 
The Council on Black Health (the 
Council), formerly the African American 
Collaborative Obesity Research 
Network, was founded in 2002. The 
Council has a mission to develop and 
promote solutions that achieve healthy 
Black Communities, which includes 
addressing important factors that can 
impact or influence health outcomes. The 
Council includes academic researchers, 
community partners, and community 
members, all of whom collaborate to 
address variables that directly, and 
indirectly, impact Black health.

ARTICLE 1:  
We have the right to a culture of health 
that values our whole wellbeing and allows 
us to achieve optimal health.

ARTICLE 2:   
We have the right to receive respectful 
and dignified healthcare.

ARTICLE 3.
We have the right to engage with a healthcare 
industry and receive health care that is culturally 
sensitive and that incorporates cultural  
humility and structural equity.

ARTICLE 4.
We have the right to approach solutions to 
Black health from a strengths-based approach 
that incorporates a decolonized and 
intersectional lens to health equity.

ARTICLE 6.
We have the right to honor and incorporate 
lessons from our past, present, and future as a 
pathway to restoring our health. 

ARTICLE 7.
We have the right to have our full  
humanity honored and valued.

We deem these 
values and 
principles as a 
critical framework 
for thriving and 
living a full life.
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